Order of Service ~ Sunday May 9, 2021
Mother’s Day! - Sixth Sunday of Easter
St. Martin’s Episcopal Church, Lebanon, OR

Today’s Worship Leaders Sara Jameson and Wendy Fierro
Welcome Greetings
Easter Acclimation (let us say in unison, three times)
• Alleluia, The Lord is Risen!
• The Lord is Risen Indeed, Alleluia, Alleluia
The Collect: (Let us say in unison)
O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our understanding: Pour
into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain
your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
First Lesson - A Reading from the Book of Acts

Acts 10:44-48

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The circumcised
believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out
even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, "Can
anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we
have?" So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for
several days.
•
•

Hear what the spirit is saying to God’s People
Thanks be to God

Psalm 98
(let us read in unison)
1 Sing to the Lord a new song, *
for he has done marvelous things.
2 With his right hand and his holy arm *
has he won for himself the victory.
3 The Lord has made known his victory; *
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations.
4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, *
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
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5 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; *
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
6 Sing to the Lord with the harp, *
with the harp and the voice of song.
7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn *
shout with joy before the King, the Lord.
8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, *
the lands and those who dwell therein.
9 Let the rivers clap their hands, *
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord,
when he comes to judge the earth.
10 In righteousness shall he judge the world *
and the peoples with equity.
Second Lesson - A Reading from the Epistle of John

1 John 5:1-6

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the
parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and
obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his
commandments are not burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is
the victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the one who
believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the
water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.
•
•

Hear what the spirit is saying to God’s People
Thanks be to God

A Reading from the Gospel of John

John 15:9-17

Jesus said to his disciples, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you
keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s
commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you,
and that your joy may be complete.
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love
than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command
you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is
doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have
heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear
fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am
giving you these commands so that you may love one another.”
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A Homily
God of Provision and Unconditional Love, on this day when we acknowledge the importance of
motherhood among us, we first give thanks that you are a loving parent to us all. From your being all
life was born, and in your bosom all creation is nurtured. You have formed us in your image as your
children, and gathered us together as a brood under your wing. You have united us as kindred
members of one human family, and we are grateful to be your offspring together. We celebrate your
divine love, reflected in human expressions of motherhood.
We give you thanks for the mothers among us, and ask that you strengthen them in their daily tasks.
Grant them wisdom in the lessons they teach, patience in the discipline they foster, and persistence in
their promotion of decency and compassion, both by word and example. May they be given the honor
and thanks they deserve but often do not receive.
We thank you for all motherly figures: grandmothers, aunts, sisters, wives, step-mothers, foster
mothers, guardians, babysitters, teachers, health care providers, neighbors, friends, loved ones, and
many others, who practice self-sacrifice and embody compassion to all who are privileged to be in
their influence. Grant them vigor to carry on their work, and the satisfaction that the holy privilege of
their task affords.
We acknowledge to you, O God, that even amid our grateful celebration, many of us come with restless
spirits, reluctant to name the difficulties of this day.
For some, this day brings the sorrowful awareness of their own inability to conceive biological
children. Draw your tender spirit near their feelings of self-betrayal, impotence, and grief, and remind
them that those who struggle with infertility have always shared a special place in your heart. We pray
for those who have suffered miscarriages, those fatigued by fertility treatments, and those struggling
through the process of adoption. May they remember that in your power and through your church,
they can still leave a lasting legacy beyond themselves.
For some, this day is marked by loneliness and grief, as they spend this first Mother’s Day as a
widower, an orphan, or a parent who has lost a child. To those who today live in the wake of the death
of a loved one, grant glimpses of the resurrection. Bring to them a steady restoration of their broken
hearts, allow them to live into their future with hope, and empower them to carry out the legacy of
lessons instilled within them.
For some, this is a day that surfaces ongoing tensions that exist within our personal relationships and
family dynamics. We ask for healing from the wounds of our past, a path of forgiveness for wrongs
both experienced and committed, and the rebuilding of trust forged in honesty, authenticity, and love.
We give you thanks for the wide spectrum of motherhood represented among us today: new mothers
and young mothers whose children are in their most tender years; mothers of grown children who
transition into empty nests and a new chapter of self-discovery; mothers and grandmothers of
advanced years, whose twilight of life is marked by frailty of body but a potency of spirit. Theirs is a
cumulative reminder that though our lives are marked by transition and change, your nurture and
affection for all your children remains the same.
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Therefore, remind us to live with a child-like faith, curious to every wondrous mystery, attentive to
your every instruction, obedient to your every command, and willing to share with every one of your
children. We give you thanks, O God, who is a loving Mother and Father to us all, and in whose name
we pray, Amen.
(thanks to Magrey deVega https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/3883/a-mothers-day-prayer)

Prayers of the People are a Special Form for Mother’s Day
On this Mother’s Day, we give thanks to God for the divine gift of motherhood in all its diverse forms.
Let us pray for all the mothers among us today; for our own mothers, those living and those who have
passed away; for the mothers who loved us and for those who fell short of loving us fully; for all who
hope to be mothers some day and for those whose hope to have children has been frustrated; for all
mothers who have lost children; for all women and men who have mothered others in any way—those
who have been our substitute mothers and we who have done so for those in need; for the earth that
bore us and provides our sustenance. We pray this all in the name of God, our great and loving Mother.
Amen.
– from Women’s Common Prayers: Our Lives Revealed, Nurtured, Celebrated (Morehouse Publishing, 2000)

Nicene Creed - (Let us say in unison)
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor (please say in unison)
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Absolution
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.
Lord's Prayer (please say in unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Prayer for St. Martin’s
God of Love, open our eyes and ears to perceive you at work in creation, the church, and our parish.
Fill our hearts with your love that we may reach out in love to others. Stir up our imagination with
your Holy Spirit that we may find new ways to live into life with you. Give us a vision of your mission
that we may share your love and your spirit in all the places where we work and play and worship you.
In Jesus’ holy name, Amen.
Blessings
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the
sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his
will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God Almighty, the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
Dismissal:

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord, Alleluia, Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia
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