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Among all the voices we hear, we Christians must learn to discern the voice of 
Jesus, the single-minded sage of ancient Palestine, whom his followers described 
as "the Son of Man come on the clouds of heaven." Why? What did he see in the 
world around him? How did he see himself living in it? And how could that world 
be transformed so that, at least, it would be an idea, a vision, even the welling up 
of God's domain? Today, we'll listen for the voice of Jesus in Gospels, in silence 
and in song." 

“Swing Low, Sweet Chariot”   (All Verses) 

To be a new person, Jesus said: 

"At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, 'Who is the greatest in the 
Kingdom of Heaven?' He called a child, set him in front of them, and said, ' l tell 
you this: unless you turn round and become like children, you will never enter 
the Kingdom of Heaven. Let a man humble himself...and he will be the greatest 
in the Kingdom of Heaven." (Matthew 18: 1-4, The New English Bible) 

Silence 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”   (verses 1 & 3) 

To be a new person, Jesus said: 

"Treat other people exactly as you would like to be treated by them. This is the 

essence of all true religion." (Matthew 7:12) 

Silence 

"Breathe on Me, Breath of God"    (Verses 1&2) 

 



To be a new person, Jesus said: 

"You must be merciful, as your Father in Heaven is merciful. Don't judge other 

people and you will not be judged yourselves. Don't condemn and you will not 

be condemned. Make allowances for others and people will make allowances for 

you. Give and others will give to you, yes, good measure, pressed down, shaken 

together and running over will they pour into your lap. For whatever measure 

you use with other people, they will use in their dealings with you." (Luke 6:37, 

38) 

Silence 

"Take My Life, and Let It Be Consecrated" (Verses 1 & 2)  

To be a new person, Jesus said: 

"If you love only those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners 

love those who love them. And if you do good only to those who do good to 

you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. And if you lend to those 

from whom you hope to get your money back, what credit is that to you? Even 

sinners lend to sinners and expect to get their money back. No, you are to love 

your enemies and do good and lend without hope of return. Your reward will 

be wonderful..." (Luke 6:32-36 ) 

Silence 

"Love Divine, All Loves Excelling"   (Verses 1 & 2) 

To be a new person, Jesus said: 

"How difficult it is for those who have great possessions to enter the Kingdom 

of God... Children, you don't know how hard it can be to get into the Kingdom 

of Heaven. Why, a camel could more easily squeeze through the eye of a needle 

than a rich man get into the Kingdom of God." (Mark 10:24, 25) 

Silence 

"Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing"    (Verses 1 & 3 )  



To be a new person, Jesus said: 

"Good Master, tell me please, what must I do to be sure of eternal life?" I wonder 

why you call me good. No one is good —only God. You know the 

commandments: 'Do not kill; Do not commit adultery; Do not steal; Do not bear 

false witness; Do not cheat; Honor your father and mother." (Mark 10: 18,19) 

Silence 

"Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise"     (Verses 1 & 2)  

To be a new person, Jesus said: 

"How happy are the humble-minded, for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs! How 

happy are those who know what sorrow means, for they will be given courage 

and comfort! How happy are those who claim nothing, for the whole earth will 

belong to them! How happy are those who are hungry and thirsty for goodness, 

for they will be fully satisfied! How happy are the merciful, for they will have 

mercy shown to them. How happy are the utterly sincere, for they will see God! 

How happy are those who make peace, for they will be known as the sons and 

daughters of God." (Matthew 5:3-9) 

Silence 

"O Beautiful for Spacious Skies"    (Verses 1 & 2)  

To be a new person, Jesus said: 

"You have heard that it used to be said, 'Thou shalt love thy neighbor and hate 

thine enemy,' but I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who 

persecute you, so that you may be sons and daughters of your heavenly Father. 

For he makes his sun rise on the evil as well as the good and sends his rain upon 

the honest and dishonest alike. For if you love only those who love you, what 

credit is that to you?... And if you exchange greetings only with your own circle, 

are you doing anything exceptional? Even the pagans do that much. No, you are 

to be perfect, like your Heavenly Father." (Matthew 5:43-48) 

Silence 



"Seek Ye First"    (Verses 1 & 2) 

To be a new person, Jesus said: 

“When you pray, do not heap up empty phrases . . . 

For your Father knows what you need before you ask.  Pray like this: 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done 

On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our debts, 

As we also have forgiven our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation 

But deliver us from evil.”   (Matthew 6: 7-13, The New Oxford Annotated Bible) 

 

 

THE WAY OF LOVE  (1 Corinthians 13:4-8) 

Leader: Love is patient 

All: Love is kind. 

Leader: Love envies no one. 

All: Love is never boastful. 

Leader: Love is never conceited or rude. 

All: Love is never selfish. 

Leader: Love is never quick to take offense. 

All: Love keeps no score of wrongs. 

Leader: Love does not gloat over others' sins. 

All: Love delights in the truth. 

Leader: There is nothing love cannot face. 



All: There is no limit to its faith. 

Leader: There is no limit to its hope. 

All: There is no limit to its endurance. 

Leader: Love will never come to an end. 

All: Yes, love will never come to an end. 

THANKSGIVINGS AND INTERCESSIONS FROM THE HEART 

CELEBRATION OF BIRTH, BAPTISM, OR WEDDING 

A BLESSING 

Distribution of the Loaves   

With distribution of the loaves, we adapt an ancient Orthodox tradition. Each 

worshipper is given a small loaf of bread, with the expectation that it will, 

somehow, be shared, for "Christ is known in the breaking of bread." We offer 

no instructions, except that you invite the Holy Spirit to inspire you. The 

Eucharist, of which we all are celebrants, is the Principle of Life, that all that we 

have and all that we are is meant to be shared. 

“How Great Thou Art”    (All verses) 
 

 



 



 



 



 



  



  



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

  

 

 


